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A MOMENT IS ENOUGH

AA Moment Is Enough marks filmmaker 
William Jacobs’s first project captured on 
16mm film. It is an excerpt of a greater 
story entitled Poet in a Modern World 
which follows two artists, young and old, 
choosing Beauty in a world defying it. The 
short film focuses on the young filmmaker 
who conjures a past muse with his who conjures a past muse with his 
imagination during a melancholy winter 
day. Vacillating between upholding certain 
ideals and compromising them to end his 
friction with modernity, a bittersweet truth 
eventually emerges from his fantasy.
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Imagine a cast and crew of six people 
heaped together in a tiny third-story room. 
The scent of burnt dust permeates from the 
tungsten lighting rammed in one corner. 
Camera and grip equipment is hidden 
underneath set pieces and piled in 
neighboring rooms due to the restricted 
space.space. A 180̊ dolly track made from PVC 
pipes can barely fit inside. When shooting 
begins havoc arises—electronics break, a 
snow machine fails, and a spool of 
exposed film unravels in a light bag 
delaying production for nearly two hours. 
Amidst all this adversity a thought comes 
over me—I feel as though, for the very over me—I feel as though, for the very 
first time as a filmmaker, I am finally 
making a film. This is why I’ve remained 
in the Midwest and will not trade little 
money, limited resources, and a small crew 
for the decadence and lifelessness of the 
mainstream film industry. Here in this 
stifling and cramped room I am stifling and cramped room I am 
experiencing what cinema really is: an 
edifying expedition into time.

Director William Jacobs photographed
A Moment Is Enough with an Arriflex SR I—  
a 16 mm camera from the late-1970s.
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DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY

William Jacobs is the founder and filmmaker behind 
Mourning Dove Films. He is an Arts alumnus of Illinois 
Central College and a graduate of The Second City’s 
Improv Program in Chicago. William grew up making 
films. His history with cinema began at the age of nine 
creating stop-motion animations with toy figurines. 
After having made dozens of short films in the span of 
fifteen years,fifteen years, William turned to the tradition of cinema 
using the 16mm film format with great interest in the 
asceticism of celluloid filmmaking. He is currently 
embarking upon the creation of his debut feature film, 
Poet in a Modern World, which follows two artists 
wandering through modernity’s spiritual desert. His 
depth of experience in the domain of independent 
filmmaking has taught him the advantage of working filmmaking has taught him the advantage of working 
with limited resources and small crews outside the 
clutches of Hollywood. William’s preoccupation with 
the cinema of Andrei Tarkovsky, Robert Bresson, 
Ingmar Bergman, Michelangelo Antonioni, and Carl T. 
Dreyer, among other filmmakers, has led him to 
exploring the art form’s distinct, mysterious qualities.





Vulnerability.  A real soul was asked to be the 
poetic young man on paper. Shane made me want to 
run far away from playing him! His vulnerabilities 
were too close to me, and Shane himself certainly 
wouldn’t want his private daydreams and 
ruminations filmed on camera for you to see. Full of 
desire, sorrow, and beatific faith, Shane urged me to 
make him real. I gave myself to him, and in return, make him real. I gave myself to him, and in return, 
uncovered more of myself and the Heart whose 
“fragments are here.” Borne upon the unbelievably 
fragile medium of old-fashioned celluloid 
filmmaking, production mishaps failed to 
overwhelm the miracles which granted us success. 
Thanks to the tender vision and plucky 
determinedness of our director/writedeterminedness of our director/writer, William 
Jacobs, I believe we created a genuinely intimate 
portrait of a lonely soul stumbling toward true 
connectedness.

It has been a profound honor to breathe life into 
Lillian and serve the vision of my dear new friend, 
William Jacobs.  I have always loved collaborative 
creative work, but no project has carried such 
weighty promise and purity of heart as A Moment is 
Enough.  I cannot adequately express my gratitude 
for this opportunity and for the time spent in 
communion with such talented artists. Lillian has communion with such talented artists. Lillian has 
revived parts of my spirit that had grown quiet and 
strange, and I love her for that. Somewhere in my 
closet I have shoes quite similar to hers, yet having 
walked further in them down the path, I must agree 
with Shane that there is hope for her and that one 
day she will, indeed, find what she is looking for.  
Until then, I pray that she remains uncompromising Until then, I pray that she remains uncompromising 
and never loses her sense of joyful play - it will keep 
her heart soft in important places.

WES BROOKS
Shane

RACHAEL WALDON
Lillian

ACTOR STATEMENTS



CAST

Shane—Wes Brooks

Lillian—Rachael Waldon

CREW

Written, directed, filmed, and edited by 
William Jacobs

1st A.C.
Beck Potucek

2nd A.C.(s) 
Giovanni Galindo,Giovanni Galindo, Adam Mervin, 
Beck Potucek

Gaffer & Grip
Beck Potucek 

Dolly Grip(s)
Giovanni Galindo, Adam Mervin

Sound Recorder
Nick DanielNick Daniel

Locations: Peoria, Illinois
       Germantown Hills, Illinois

Shooting time: 1/29/21 – 1/31/21,
        2/6/21 – 2/7/21

Format: 2k DCP

This film was proudly photographed on
16mm celluloid film.

Processing and scanning by CineLab in 
New Bedford, Massachusetts.

LINKS

https://mourningdovefilms.com/a-moment-is-enough
https://youtu.be/H8lPXJu4CjU
https://www.instagram.com/mourningdovefilms/
https://www.facebook.com/mourningdovefilms/


MOURNING DOVE FILMS

POET IN A MODERN WORLD

Established in 2018, Mourning Dove Films 
is located in the small city of Peoria—a 
historic part of Central Illinois that once was 
an entertainment Mecca in the days of 
vaudeville and theater palaces. Rich with a 
burgeoning independent filmmaking 
community, Peoria shows potential to 
become prominent as a fertile location for become prominent as a fertile location for 
great art and entertainment remote from the 
autocratic mainstream film industry. It is 
Mourning Dove Films’s chief objective to 
build a more beautiful cinema in the 
Midwest. 

CHOOSE BEAUTY.

https://mourningdovefilms.com/poet-in-a-modern-world/


A MOMENT IS ENOUGH
the prelude to POET IN A MODERN WORLD


